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Dear Chet: 



I 



Thank you for your letter ofZi "June. In it, as you may 
recall, you asked for any ideas I may have on the Berlin situation 
or the German situation in general. 






Today's press contains some pro and con arguments about 
Willie Brandt's idea for a general peace conference and Adenauer's 
criticism of it. I was particularly interested in this development 
of the idea. About a weeW or so ago it, had come to me in the form 
of a letter from Klaus M«inert. I attach the letter herewith. ->^ 

Mehnert is well-known to Chip Bohlen. Although he is a writer -J 

and newscaster he is one of the best-informed people in Europe on l 

Soviet affairs. Aside from a personal friendship of some ten years 
standing we are both members of the American Council for Germany. ^** 

c\ 
All of us here, and I speak for the French as well as the 
Americans in the Embassy, are following the developments in the -^ 

Berlin situation with considerable concern. Khrushchev's announce- ^ 
ment on his cessation of the cutback in the Russian military forces ' — 
and his very impressive air show yesterday appear to be most 
significant. Despite all of the sounds emanating from the Kremlin 
I still feel that ultimately it will be a salami-slicing situation with 
which we will have to deal. The present build-up on Khrushchev's 
part will place him in a position to assume the role of a very good 
fellow when, after the signing of the treaty with East Germany this 
Fall, he then assures us that our access to Berlin will be not ^_ 

interfered with, and that he has only the most peaceful of intentions. p~" -fC, 
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The rufcl trouble will ••my laf er JIS d **. w *8 Cajti<*i$*rl}- pleased to 
read the PreBidenti^ckmtoe^alfcfit.ttfe.aeeVlIforlpkteoc'e and under- 
standing over a long period of time on the part of the American 
public. I am convinced that rather than war this Fall we will have 
to deal with problems that will become increasingly irritating, 
starting some time next year. Nevertheless, I have believed for 
some time, and I so wrote in 1958, that Khrushchev's chances will 
be maximized in about another year or so. After that, when the 
fruits of the late measures taken by the last Administration and Mr. 
Kennedy's present endeavors begin to bear fruit, Khrushchev's 
prospects will begin to diminish. 

So, in conclusion, it seems to me that there is a real 
threat of war in immediate prospect but I believe that Khrushchev is 
too clever to force a war this year. Instead he will undertake a 
series of increasingly annoying measures, none of which in 
themselves will appeae to be worth a war, next year with the intent 
of achieving a de facto triumph over us within the next two to three 
years. I think that finally, he will go to war to accomplish his 
ends, if his irritants short of war fail to accomplish their purpose. 
Unfortunately, from a technical point of view his air show was 
tremendously impressive. He has not slowed down his research and 
development program in new hardware, and the amount that he must 
be spending on new armament, by our standards, should be pretty 
staggering. 



From this end it appears that the measures now being 
taken by the United States, so far, are adequate. There is one 
aspect of this, however, that it seems to me we should really do 
something about. It is the problem of Spain. There is no denying 
the fact that the Pyrenees and Spain are there and that NATO needs 
that land depth. I realize also that there is an aversion on the part 
of some nations to accepting Spain in NATO. However, the threat 
mad* us be rualiatic in admitting Germany and now, it seems to me, 
we should take measures leading to the admission of Spain into NATO. 
li Mr .-Khrushchev continues his bellicose announcements this should 
givfMis-the very opportunity that we need. With the danger increasing 
hourly it is past time that we recognize the necessity for integrating 
our military endeavors in Europe with the potentialities in Spain. 
I am not sure of the value of the Spanish military forces, and I would 
not consider them to be very high, but the land area of Spain will be 
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of critical important oTu|> jWftiiJr' b% girlie iawly&ue if the 
Soviet* tncceed in Rising P.jwfonfpf.j&e./efiijan J^rf It** and thus 
ultimately place present NATO forces in danger of being outflanked 
by missile-equipped forces. I mentioned the importance of Spain to 
General de Gaulle when I talked to him a month or so ago, and 
characteristically, his answer was positive in tone but lacked specifics. 
I have been assured, however, that he would look with favor upon any 
action taken towards Spain's entry into NATO. 

I thank you very much for your understanding help with the 
problem of Cecil Lyon. He is an invaluable asset to me, particularly 
now with the situation as intense as it is here in France and with my 
plans to get out and visit the country. I have made a trip to Bordeaux 
and another to Normandy. Last week I made an overnight trip to Lyon 
and a one -day trip to Vichy. Mrs. Gavin has accompanied me and they 
have been most successful. That sort of activity will slow down a bit 
during the summer but I have plans to do extensive travelling beginning 
in September. I find it most helpful in acquiring a real understanding 
of the true situation in this very troubled country. 

Best regards. 




p - s - My political advisers in the Embassy counsel against any 
action on Spain at this time. They feel that we have air bases in 
Spain, etc. and toitake steps to get a formal admission of Spain 
intoHATO would oe to aggravate our NATO friends at a time when 
we haT* profclem* enough. I would add, however, that I feel that 
the adas^sslon al Spain would be in the best interests of all and if 
Khraeachev continues hi B bellicose attitude and his military build-u 
we should at least take the preliminary steps by discussing the 
problem with our NATO allies, having in mind the bringing in of 
Spain at an early date. 
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Lear Jim, >•- — - ->*■ -~> {, j^.- ^ , ^ j^-j^ 

My friends and I have been discuseing tifcl^resent 
world situation a good deal, and a thought occurred to 
us which I wanted to communicate to you. If you think 
that it is a good idea, you might pass it onto the 
boss. I am not interested in claiming the authorship; 
in fact, my "Old Man" might not like this idea at all 
because at his age one likes to stick to wellknown 
thoughts. Here it ist 

Mr. Kennedy should tell Khruschthev that he intends 
to call a peace conference for Germany on November 15 
to Westberlin, all those nations participating which have 
fought against Germany during the Second World War (i.e. 
excluding those which only declared war but did not do 
anything about it). During the first phase of the feace 
conference the victors would meet among themselves, with 
Bonn and Pankow only represented by observers (to spare 
Adenauer the necessity of sitting next to Ulbricht), in 
the second phase the victors would discuss the peace terms 
with those Germans which the peace conference would decide 
to eonsider the proper Cierman representatives. 

Of course, nothing will come of it, because the victors 
will not agree on one common policy toward Germany. But if * 
the President calls such a conference, K, can not refuse to 
come, because he has been demanding a peace conference all 
along. Once tne conference has met, it will be difficult 
to terminate it (it is difficult nowadays to break up a 
conference; nobody wants to be responsible for it). There- 
fore the conference could go on for months or years. At 
first the foreign ministers would participate, then their 
deputies and finallv tneir deputies' deputies. The West 
would be represented by more than twice the number of 
governments than the East (Moscow, Warsaw, Prague, Belgrade). 
The main risk for ust that quarrels might arise among the 
Western governments; but, on the whole, these agree on the 
essential points and probably could keep their unity intact. 
There is no need for me to outline the Western position; it 
is.tfeffftniwnlal «V .has JbiSa^ell *fp AtticM the 4J|*t five or six 
yeans..: I .'. I \ '. VI I I .1 I I yjffl 
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K. will not exactly like the idea but I do not see 
how he can refuse. If he insists 'that the Ukraine should 
be represented - I don't mind. There may be even a peseibility 



that he is not all against this suggestion, for one particular 
reasoni Perhaps he has been so very vociferous these last weeks 
because he wants to go before his Party Congress in October as 
the strong man whocao saax? anybody. .Ife fcs5f * bieST *cl5a*hging 
the top party apjjajraius jlatf ly ;« slvh'an! eVteilTthaVhe may 
not be quite ■W5.whp.;».»hp.« tfa*%Qs*z&£. U hVhas 
the Congress behind hi* and the wires firmly in his hand 
he might be glad to find a plausible excuse to get away from 
his six months deadline on the Berlin question. 

It would be desirable to surprise K for once. The President 
could discus, this matter directly with MacMillan and de Gaulle, 
without involving the diplomatic machinery. If they agres, he 
might ask Adenauer for a day to Washington to sell him the idea. 
And then send out the invitations. 

That's all. If you like it, us« *t-a« 

With sincere friendship and many 
"girls", 




Always yours, 
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Dcsr Jia: 

X greetly aprrwl«t«4 your letter of July 10 
with its thoughtful observations on tho Q<run 
situation. I agree that salaal-sllslng uj still 
represent the aejor decent la Kremlin thinking. 
Talc le, of coerce, the hardest kind of tactic to 
aeet with fliilH end eonelstsney ae our ettentlon 
la constantly being diverted froa one crisis to another. 

Tour sugsastlsa regarding gnsla deserves the 
aost serious stady even though, ss yea say, the 
political repercussions txm boaad to he considerable 
sheald we take say steps towards feraally adalttlag 
Spala to IA10. 

Z leave Hoaday oa a three week's trip to Africa 
the saddle last sad loath Asia which X think will be 
of great valae la bringing oar alsslens a better under* 
standing of the earreat eaphaals la oar foreign policy. 
Z wish X could step ever to see you bat Z shall look 
forward to talking at length with yea whoa you coae to 
Washington in the fall. 



with ay warmest regards, 



Sincerely, 

/s/ cut 
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